
Ester was born in April of 1999 in Baray Ward. Her father
died in May of 2005 and her mother died in September of
2005, both of AIDS related complications. Ester and her seven
siblings were taken in by their aunt, who also lives in Qangdend Village in Baray Ward.
However, her aunt already had six children of her own, which meant she was then
responsible for 14 children, with no source of income and no husband. We took
Ester and her brother Michael to live with us in September of 2006 in hopes of
helping to alleviate some of Ester’s aunt’s burden.

2006
Ester marched out of the car on her first day at the Children’s Village and
immediately took charge of the Tarangire House. She is courageous, calm
and easy-going. She is never flustered and she always does whatever is
asked of her, often offering to help the mamas with the laundry or
cleaning the house. She loves to be one of the guys, and can often be
found on the soccer field, challenging some of the
bigger boys and even some of our student teachers!

December 2006
Ester has proven herself to be a born leader time
and time again. She takes care of all the other girls
in the house - making sure they have all taken a
bath, they are all ready for school; and they have
all had their medicine. She has also taken on many new
responsibilities, namely taking care of our new baby, Vincente, who
is 15 months old, who recently joined the Tarangire family. As a
reward for her help, she has just been allowed to move up to the top
bunk, which she is very proud of. (She is the only girl in the Tarangire
house who has been given that honor.) She loves to dance, and when
participating in the traditional call and response songs, she loves to
be the caller.

At school, Ester had a bit of trouble adjusting to the new environment,
and so will be repeating Standard 2 (2nd grade) in January. This will
allow her to gain confidence in her academic abilities rather than
constantly struggle to keep up with the other students.
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