Nicola Dawi was born in Arusha In 1998, the
third out of four children, but soon after
moved with his family to Mbulu Mbulu.

In 2000, Nicola's mother passed away of an unknown disease. At
that time, Nicola's sisters, Happiness and Coletha, went to live with
their Aunt and Uncle in Karatu, and Nicola and his brother Leandri
stayed with their father in Mbulu Mbulu. In 2002, his father died
in a car accident, and Nicola went to join his sisters and his

Aunt and Uncle's house. In 2006, his brother Leandri, who had
been living with another uncle in Mbulu Mbulu, came to join

the other three siblings, and now they all live together in Karatu.

2006

Nicola has just started Standard 1 (1st grade), and is very proud to be a “big boy". Nicola is shy, especially around

strangers, but also curious. When he meets somebody new he hangs his head down and speaks quietly, but at the same time you can see

his eyes looking up at them, investigating this new person. His aunt describes him as happy-go-lucky, and says he has never met somebody
he doesn't get along with. When | asked him about his favorite animal, he first regarded me

with silence. "Do you not have one?" | asked. “I have one," he replied. After a few more
moments of silence, he deemed me worthy of such sacred knowledge, and replied "A lion."

November 2006

Birthday February 25, 1998
School Gyetighi Primary School

This past week, Nicola and his sister Coletha came to live with us at the Children's Village,
after their aunt, who had cared for them for years, passed away from heart failure. They
were both warmly welcomed into the Tarangire House, where we already have 10 other

children. Now Tarangire House is a complete family unit with 12 children, 2 Tanzanian housemothers and 2 volunteers. Their older sister,
Happiness, will be starting Secondary School soon, and will come join us on her school vacations. We are hoping to send their brother
Leandri, who is too old to come and stay with us, to a boarding primary school, and he too will come and spend vacations with us, so
that the family can stay connected.

House Tarangire
Date Arrived November 28, 2006

Nicola had one or two days when he first arrived where he held back and took everything in. However, with the friendliness of the other Tarangire boys, he
quickly overcame his nervousness and is now right in the middle of everything — playing a football match or a game of Cops and Robbers at the
playground. He has already established himself as a leader among the boys, and often helps out the smaller ones when they want to play with the big
boys. He is a fountain of energy and always seems to be up for everything, be it playing outside. doing an art project, or even studying!



